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NEARLY 20% OF ALZRICAW LADOR STILL GETS LESS THAW 40 CENTS

> New York - Despite the white light of publicity on the wages of the -
rélativcly few highly-skilled and highly-peid workers in industry, sonme
7,500,000 jmorican wagu earners still make less than 40 conts an hour, L. Mot~
calfe Wallins, Adrministrator of the newly consolidated Wage and Hour and Public
Contracts Divisions of the United Statcs Department of Labor, pointed out today.

"Any rcalistic discussion of wages must take into consideration the large
numbor of Americun workers who are still right on the edge of tho minirum
standard of health and decercy or below," Mr, Walling said,

"Sore 7,500,000 Amcrican waze carners shtill get less thun 40 conts an

hour. This ropreoeﬁta 19% of thc 40,000,000 amsrican workefs exclusive of
.proprictors aand Government employecs. Of this nuzbor 1,500,000 covered under
the Wage and Hour Law are getting betweon 30 cnd 40 cen%a. Some of the others
in agriculture, rotail tradec, domestic servieu, fishorics, and other types of
work not covered by the Wade nnd Hour Law are getting as little as fifteen cents
an hour or less.

"Evon for thosc of the 7,500,000 who are gotting up to 40 cents an hour
or $16 at the ncst for a forty=-hour weol, it must be rememberced that the rise
in prices has lovelled the purchasing power of their 40 cents dowrn Toward that
of the 30 conts set a8 a minimun standard of decency when the Act was passcd
in 1938,

"In addition, even in thesc war times, there arc still employers =who
1llugallv withhold from their workers éven the modest minimums recquired by
law. Since Pearl Iarbor about $16,250,000 in restitution has been agroed to
or ordcrod puid to 415,000 workers in 22,000 establishments throughout the
country. It must be rcaemberced that +h1¢ underpayment of covered workers is
discouraged, not only by the criminal provisions of the Act, but by the double
penalty which workscrs can collects 1In most states workers not cowered by
the Fedorul Law have no such protection.”
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