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NEARLY 2C OF .biIMtICLN IJ2 STILL GETS LESS UAH 40 C1TS

Ner York — Despite the white light .of publioity on the waces of the
relatively few highly—skilled and highly-paid workurs in industry, sohs
7,500,000 tnerioan wago earners still uc.ko less than 40 co’its ar. hour, L. Mat—
calfe Tallir:, Mrnistrator of the noi7ly oonsoliiated Wage And Hour and Publio
Cor tracts Divisions of the United States Dqmrtnont of Labor, pointed out today.

“My ri.alistic discussion of wages must take into consideration the larce
ninbrjr of American v,orlcars who are still right on the edge of to mirLinun
stanjlcird of health and deaoncy or below,” Mr. WallLig said.

“Son 7,500,000 American wace earners still ot toss thun 40 conts on
hour. This represents lOZ of thu 40,030,000 .ln$rican rrorkcrs exclusive of

• proprictors and Government employees • Ct this nrbar 1,500,000 oovoroci under
the Wage and Hour Law are getting botwoon 30 afid 40 cents Some of thc. others -

in agricnlb’re, retail trade, donostlo sorviou, fishorios, and other types of
*rh tot covered by the ‘ae rind Hour Lt.* are gettiug s little as tittqen cents
an hour or less.

“Even £c’r those of to 7,5G3,000 uho arci setting upTho 40 cents on hour
or $16 at thu most for a forty-hoiw ivoo!’, !.t must be rotLcnborod that the risc
Li pr5oos hat. lovelled tho purchasing powor of thoir 40 acute down tovard that
of the 30 aunts eet ü a nint’ain stazdard of decency when the Lot was passed
,in 1938.

“In addition, even in theso war timus, there arc still ciployers ,ho
illegally withhold from their woriccrt even the modest ninffiirw roquircd by
law. Since Pearl harbor about $16,250,000 in restitution has been atrond to
or orduroct paid to 415,000 workers in 22,000 establishnents throughout the
country. It must be rczaeaborod that this imderpcç’ment of covered workers is
discouragod, not only by %e orlmlnnl provisions at the Act, but by the double
pon;lty which workors con collect. In nost states workars not covered by
the FodorJ. Law have no such protection.”
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